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Police hunt husband after Langley blaze
Mounties allege man attacked estranged wife and child with a hammer, set home on fire
TIFFANY CRAWFORD
AND LORI CULBERT
VANCOUVER SUN

Just hours after Langley nurse Sonia
Cella appeared to file divorce proceedings in B.C. Supreme Court, police
allege her estranged husband set the
family home on fire and attacked both
Cella and her 14-year-old daughter
with a hammer.
Mounties launched a manhunt
Wednesday for Andre Harvey Richard, 44, who has two outstanding
assault charges and a court order to
stay away from his wife.
An arrest warrant for breaching
that court order has now been issued
against Richard, who police say is
known to them for previous domestic
violence.
Neighbours on Wakefield Drive
in Langley awoke at 1 a.m. Wednesday to a terrifying scene — the home
owned by Cella and Richard engulfed
in flames and the family fleeing to the
safety of a nearby house. Police are
treating the case as an attempted murder investigation.
Perhaps equally terrifying is a staggering quantity of statistics that suggest violence against spouses and children is a common occurrence in this
province.
In the first decade of the millennium,
there were 133 female victims of family-related homicides in B.C., according to Statistics Canada data. The B.C.
coroner, investigating intimate partner deaths from 2003 to 2011, found
36.4 per cent of all women who were
murdered in the province were killed
by their partners.
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Three people were transported to hospital as firefighters battled a house fire in the 19600-block

of Wakefield Drive in Langley early Wednesday. The victims’ injuries are non-life-threatening injuries, according to
police. The RCMP issued an arrest warrant for 44-year-old Andre Harvey Richard, right, in connection with the blaze.

CONTINUED ON A2

MARPOLE PLAN
APPROVED

EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Cities, health authority at odds over 911 calls

Council passes revised
development proposal
endorsed by residents.
» A8

Response times have worsened after move to downgrade many calls to ‘routine’
KELLY SINOSKI
AND JEFF LEE
VANCOUVER SUN

B.C.’s two largest cities are leading a
push to reverse recent changes by the
ambulance service that they claim are
putting the province’s patients at risk
and off-loading the cost of emergency
services to municipalities.
Vancouver and Surrey, along with

several other Metro municipalities,
say their residents have had to wait
much longer for ambulances since the
B.C. Ambulance Service last October
decided to downgrade 74 call types
from emergency to routine, and told
fire departments they could ignore
many emergency calls.
This means that first responders
are no longer required to attend cases
such as falls, traumas, motor vehicle
accidents and assaults, with lights

and sirens blaring. Provincial emergency officials acknowledged the move
will add an average of six minutes
to routine calls, but said it will also
boost the response rate for critically
ill patients by at least a minute, and
reduce speed-related crashes involving ambulances.
But Metro Vancouver’s city and
fire officials say it will leave some
patients waiting longer for a paramedic — in some cases for more than
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an hour — when they are potentially
facing a serious situation. The issue
has become so heated and political
that Metro Vancouver fire chiefs have
sought an independent evaluation,
while a majority of fire departments in
B.C. say they will continue to respond
to calls even if the province says they
don’t have to.
CONTINUED ON A10
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HURRY! DEADLINE TOMORROW
Get in to win the $315,000

2014

LUXURY CONDO or $250,000 CASH Early Bird! Cut off April 4th midnight

s...
Plu 6 Life Changing Grand Prize Choices...
Choose Your favourite Home Package or $2 MILLION Cash!

Winner will choose 1 prize option; other prize options will not be awarded.

Tickets/Rules of Play/Details at:

2

$

Winner takes half

bcchildren.com or call 604-692-2333 or 1-888-887-8771

Chances are 1 in 288,000 (total tickets for sale) to win a grand prize.
Chances are 1 in 481,550 (total tickets for sale) to win the 50/50 prize.
Problem Gambling Help Line 1-888-795-6111
www.bcresponsiblegambling.ca

Plus...
Jackpot
up to
Million!

Erin Cebula, Spokesperson
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BC Gaming Event Licence #61050
BC Gaming Event Licence #61029

Know your limit, play within it.

19+ to play!
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SPRING FESTIVAL

Tickled pink by cherry blossoms
Celebrate:
Grab a tarp
and some
friends
to party
under
the trees

Steve

Whysall

A

t the heart of the month-long
Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival, which gets underway today,
is the desire to bring people together.
This is really why it was started in
the first place by Linda Poole back in
2006. She wanted to do something that
would bring communities together, get
people to stop and appreciate the beautiful blossoms and give us all a reason
to come together to celebrate the joy of
life for a moment.
In Japan, where all this appreciation
of the delicate, transitory cherry blossom began, coming together to look at
the flowers is called “hanami.”
From the tip to the top of Japan from
March to May, people party under
the blossoming cherry trees. In most
cases, they spread blue tarps on the
ground to sit on. Some people find the
tarps a bit ugly, but when the cherry
blossoms sprinkle down in a breeze,
the tarps are soon transformed into
pretty tapestries.
Here in Vancouver, Poole would love
to see more people spread a tarp or
blanket under a cherry tree and have
a picnic party.
“We always like the words of Japanese poet Kobayashi Issa: ‘There is no
stranger under the cherry tree,’ ” says
Poole.
In Japan, the partying can go on
all day and into the night when lanterns are hung in the trees to provide
illumination.
Poole thinks there are plenty of
beautiful, spreading cherry trees in
parks and green spaces here in Metro
Vancouver where people can have a
fun hanami party.
However, the main goal of the festival is to get us all to stop and appreciate the beauty of cherry blossoms,
especially their short-lived, ephemeral, transitory nature, and from all of
this introspection it is hoped we will
gain a fresh perspective on the important things in life.
To help, the festival has set up a
great website (www.vcbf.ca) where
all the best places to see cherry trees
at peak bloom around the city are
identified.
In Metro Vancouver, at least 45 varieties of ornamental cherry trees are
planted throughout the city. At least
18,000 are planted as street trees
along with almost as many ornamental plum trees.
But, in reality, the blossom party
has already begun, since “Whitcomb”
cherries, one of the first to bloom,
began flowering way back in March
and a few late-winter-flowering cherries started before that.
But April is the prime month. We
will see the pink wave expand with
the blooming of “Akebono” and
“Accolade” trees along with “Okame,”
“Spire” and “Somei-Yoshino” cherries. Next comes “Umineko” and “Shirotae” along with “Pandora” and the
Oshima cherry. By mid-April, there
will be dozens more joining the party,
from “Rancho,” “Amanogawa” and
“Takasago” to “Shogetsu,” “Kiku-shidare” and “Shirofugen.”

“It’s so much fun, it’s
contagious...it’s outrageous”
—The Province
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$25!

The Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival oﬀers a great opportunity to enjoy the beauty of the spring season.
And by the end of April and on into
May, the bulk of the cherry population
will be in full bloom, including “Kwanzan,” the most widely planted cherry
tree in the city.
If you really want to get to know
Japanese cherry trees better, pick up
a copy of Ornamental Cherries in Vancouver, the festival’s official guide. It
is available from the Shop in the Garden at VanDusen Botanical Garden
for $25.
To kick things off, the festival holds
its Cherry Jam today from noon to
1:30 at the Burrard SkyTrain station.
This is a noisy, joyful affair with Japanese drumming and the reading of
haiku poems.
The main event is the Sakura Days
Japan Fair between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.
April 5 and 6 at VanDusen Botanical
Garden.
This is a two-day celebration of
Japanese arts and culture, including
everything from ikebana, origami and
martial arts to taiko drumming, pleinair blossom painting and shakuhachi
(bamboo flute) music.
There will also be sake tasting, tea
ceremonies and a banquet of Japanese
food to taste.
Other festival highlights include a
Bollywood-style blossom dance performance on the steps of the Vancouver Art Gallery (April 12); Sakura
Illumination (April 4), when lightartist Stuart Ward will light up trees
in Sutcliffe Park near the entrance

THE BOMB-ITTY OF ERRORS

to Granville Island with patterned
video lights; and an invitation to Bike
the Blossoms from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
through Velopalooza (promoters of
fun bike rides in Vancouver) April 26.
For the botanically enthusiastic,
there will be a talk April 10 from 7:30
to 9 p.m. in VanDusen’s Visitor Centre by Doug Justice, of the University
of B.C. Botanical Garden, on how to
identify various cultivars of cherry
tree.
Blossom view walks have been
arranged to Queen Elizabeth Park,
Strathcona, Coal Harbour, the West
End and Stanley Park for April 3, 5, 6,
12, 13 and 20.
And if you feel moved by the beauty
of the blossoms, you can put your
thoughts into poetry and submit an
entry into the festival’s international
haiku contest.
All you have to do is think up three
lines, each containing 17 syllables,
in a traditional 5-7-5 format, and
you’re done. Last year, Julie Emerson came up with the best B.C. entry:
“A crow’s nest/the wind drops/white
blossoms.”
Or you can enter the BC Blossom
Watch Photo Contest by submitting
your best cherry blossom photo to
bcblossomwatch@vcbf.ca
For complete details on all these
activities and events, go to the festival
website at www.vcbf.ca
swhysall@vancouversun.com
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Events At a Glance
Mar 1 to June 2: Haiku invitational,
online
April 3: Tree Talks & Walks,
Downtown Coal Harbour in
Mandarin, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
April 3 to 28: B.C. Blossom Watch,
online
April 4: Sakura Illumination at
Sutcliffe Park behind False Creek
Community Centre, 7:30 p.m. to 9
p.m.
April 5: Tree Talks & Walks, West End
and Stanley Park, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
April 5, 12, 19: Plein Air Blossom
Painting Classes, VanDusen Botanical
Garden, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
April 5-6: Sakura Days Japan Fair
feature event at VanDusen Botanical
Garden, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
April 6: Tree Talks & Walks
Oppenheimer Park, 10 a.m. to 11:30
a.m.
April 6: Tree Talks & Walks VanDusen
Botanical Garden, 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
April 7: World Green City Lecture at
UBC Robson Square Theatre C300, 2
p.m. to 4 p.m.
April 10: Blossom Biology, VanDusen
Botanical Garden Classroom, 7:30
p.m. to 9 p.m.
April 12: Tree Talks & Walks, UBC, 10
a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
April 12: Blossom Bollywood Dance
on the Vancouver Art Gallery Plaza, 1
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
April 12: Tree Talks & Walks, Stanley
Park, 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
April 13: Cherry Blossom Picnic with
Tree Talks & Walks at Larry Berg Flight
Path Park, Richmond, 11:30 a.m. to
2:45 p.m.
April 13: Tree Talks & Walks, Queen
Elizabeth Park, 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.
April 20: Tree Talks & Walks, 1:30 p.m.
to 3 p.m., stay tuned for meet-up
location.
April 26: Bike the Blossoms, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m., check vcbf.ca for meet-up
location.
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Six-time Grammy® Award winner
and multi-platinum recording
artist Amy Grant brings her
special brand of music making
to the Orpheum, live in concert
with the Vancouver Symphony
Orchestra, in a concert featuring
Grant’s biggest hits from her
extraordinary twenty-ﬁve year
career!

Tickets online at vancouversymphony.ca
or call 604.876.3434
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Linda Poole says she launched the
Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival in
2006 to bring people together.

